Word Formation

TIME: 15min

AIMS: Students practice looking up words and finding related words, especially taking note of
the formality mentioned in the description.

TEACHER'S INSTRUCTIONS:

(If necessary due to the number of dictionaries, pair students up) Students find two
synonyms, and either an antonym or the word as a different part of speech for each word listed
below in a dictionary, and list the relation to the original word.

As a class discussion students share their findings and decide if there is a most formal or most
informal word in the created word family. Talk also about how there are different meanings to
many of these words, and how it can be helpful to use more specific words.

MATERIALS: Word list as follows, Enough dictionaries for the whole class, or at least
pairs if required.

1 Provision

2 Dignified

3 Intended

4 Derelict

5 Vagrant

6 Impoverished
7 Subsidy

8 Sustenance

9 Nourish

10 Affluence

(Adapted from The TEFL Academy)



Design Your Own Community Fridge

TIME: 45 min

AIMS: Have students learn more about community fridges by working with primary material,
and practice drafting a formal request.

TEACHER'S INSTRUCTIONS: Open with a reminder about community fridges, have students
open their computers or log-in and then hand out worksheets to be filled out. You will monitor
and help students through the worksheet. If they finish early, have them peer review each other’s
formal requests.

MATERIALS: Worksheet, Computers with internet access



Student worksheet

What is a question you have about the way the LA community fridges work?

Look through La community fridge’s FAQ to learn more about the fridges.
https:/linktr.ee/lacommunityfridge. Is there an answer to your question and if so what is it? If
there is not an answer, how can you assume this question is answered with your new
information?

You are in charge of creating a new community fridge. Either using a location here or in
your home country, design a community fridge.

Where will it be located? What group or business will allowing the fridge to use their electricity?
Use Google Maps to find a location.

Explain why you think this is a good location. Look at the “Setting Up A New Fridge” section of
the FAQ.

What items will you initially stock your fridge with, and why? Look through
@lacommunityfridges on instagram, https://www.instagram.com/lacommunityfridges/ for
requests and ideas.

Write out a formal request to the host location of the fridge in order to convince a restaurant to
host your fridge. Google “Formal request email” to see examples, blairenglish.com has a very
good outline! (NOTE: There is a template at the end of the FAQ, but do NOT use this as a

guide!)
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Informal and Formal Writing

TIME: 20 min

AIMS: Students gain an understanding of the difference between formal and informal writing
and signifiers of each.
TEACHER'S INSTRUCTIONS:

Have students go through the text and note the use of casual words, either go over as a
class or write these on the board. Share the below chart from keydifferences.com

Talk about when this type of communication is more often used (in casual conversation)
Talk about how it makes a reader feel when reading it instead of hearing it, lead the conversation
to wether or not students like this type of writing when gaining facts, if they find it more
confusing, or less trustworthy.

Have students go back through the text and highlight/circle cases when given a full
definition of informal writing

Then have students “Translate” 5-6 sentences/ assign paragraphs to pairs or small groups
from the casual speech to a more formal document.

MATERIALS:

LA Community Fridge reading,
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Meaning

Sentences

Language
Voice
Interjections

Personal
pronoun

Tone

FORMAL WRITING

A formal writing style is
one which is used for
business, legal or
professional purposes.

Long and Complex
Sentences

Formulaic
Passive Voice
Not used

Third person

Professional and official

INFORMAL WRITING

An informal writing style
is used when we are
writing for some personal
or casual reason.

Short and Simple
Sentences

Direct
Active Voice
Used

First and second person

Personal and friendly
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